
Allerdale Borough Council

Licensing Committee – 28 November 2017

Hackney Carriage Vehicles – Annual Review of Table of Fares

The Reason for the Decision To consider in light of current economic 
circumstances whether the table of fares charged 
by a hackney carriage shall be changed and to 
what level. 

Summary of options considered a) To retain the table of fares as existing; 
b) To change the table of fares and set the fares 
in accordance with economic considerations.

Recommendations Members are asked to give consideration to 
increasing the table of fares based on the key 
information contained in the report. The increase 
in price for fuel and the rate of inflation since 2010 
should be noted. The suggestions from the trade 
put forward a change between £3.00 and £3.50 to 
the first mile and an increase to every 0.32 
kilometre.  

Financial /  Resource Implications a) Advertisement costs to the Council if 
amendments required to the table of fares. This is 
within budget.
b) Costs to the hackney carriage proprietors to 
recalibrate meters if changes to the table of fares. 
This would be approximately £20 per meter but 
fees are dependent on the meter supplier.

Legal / Governance Implications Advertising and other statutory procedures to 
follow to ensure any amendments are legally 
valid.

Community Safety Implications None

Health and Safety and Risk 
Management Implications

None

Equality Duty considered / Impact 
Assessment completed

No

Wards Affected All

The contribution this decision would 
make to the Council’s priorities

N/A



Is this a Key Decision No

Portfolio Holder Councillor Joan Ellis 

Lead Officer Deborah Fletcher
Licensing & Compliance Officer 
Tel: 0303 123 1702
Email: deborah.fletcher@allerdale.gov.uk

Report Implications (Please delete where applicable).

Community Safety N Employment (external to the Council) N

Financial Y Employment (internal) N

Legal Y Partnership N

Social Inclusion N Asset Management N

Equality Duty N Health and Safety N

Background papers:

Appendix A – Allerdale Borough Council Table of Fares – 1 June 2010
Appendix B – Consultation response letters
Appendix C – Table of Fares for other Cumbrian Authorities 

1.0 Introduction 

1.1 The principal features of a hackney carriage are: it can carry passengers for 
hire and reward; it can be hailed by a prospective passenger; and it can park 
on a rank to await the approach of passengers. It must be driven by a driver 
who holds a hackney carriage drivers licence. 

1.2 The Local Authority lays down conditions to regulate hackney carriage 
vehicles such as the type that can be used and for hackney carriage drivers to 
assess suitability and propriety of the individual. 

1.3 The Local Authority can also fix the rates or fares within the borough that a 
hackney carriage proprietor can charge for his services. This can cover time, 
distance and all other charges in connection with the hire of a vehicle and is 
known as the “table of fares” Once the fares are set the hackney proprietor 
must have the meter in the vehicle calibrated to those fares and sealed to 
prevent tampering. This is the maximum that can be charged but a proprietor 
does have discretion to charge less than the meter price. The meter must 
always be used for each fare and display the current table of fares. There is 
also a separate tariff card which is displayed in the vehicle for the passengers 
benefit.
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1.4 The fares are fixed in accordance with Section 65(1) of the Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976. If Members agree to vary the fares 
subject to confirmation from Council this must be published in at least one 
newspaper circulating in the Borough. Following the publication of such 
Notice, the new table of fares will come into operation on 1 April 2018 
provided no objections are received. If objections are received either from the 
trade or the public, the item is referred back for consideration.

1.5 The last variation of the table of fares by this Authority was on 1 June 2010. 
The change consisted of an increase to Tariff 1 from 260 pence to 290 pence, 
an increase from 36 pence to 39 pence for each subsequent 1/5 of a mile and 
the waiting time. It also included additions to Tariff 3; which traditionally deals 
with bank and public holidays. 

1.6 The current table of fares for Hackney Carriage vehicles can be found at 
APPENDIX A. 

2.0 Background Information 

2.1 The table of fares are reviewed on an annual basis. For Members information 
previous year’s amendments have been as follows:

a) 10/3/1999  increase from £1.60 to £1.80 for first mile 
 increase from 26 pence to 30 pence for each 1/5 

of a mile
 increase in three minute waiting charge from 32 

to 35 pence.

b) 23/2/2000  increase from £1.80 to £2.00 for first mile 
 increase from 30 pence to 32 pence for each 1/5 

of a mile (members originally recommended that 
Tariff 2 commence at 11pm. However this was 
amended to midnight at full Council on 12 
January 2000).

c) 01/4/2002  increase from £2.00 to £2.20 for first mile
 increase from 32 pence to 36 pence for each 1/5 

of a mile
 increase in three minute waiting charge from 35 

to 36 pence
 fouling charge increased from £25 to £50.

d)   01/4/2003     Licensing Committee recommended an increase 
but was not accepted by Full Council. The tariff 
remained unchanged.

e) 01/4/2004  Only Tariff 3 amended to include between 
6.00pm and Midnight on Christmas Eve and 
New Year’s Eve.



f) 01/4/2005  Increase of Tariff 1 from £2.20 to £2.40 for first 
mile.

g) 01/4/2006  No change.

h) 01/4/2007    Increase of Tariff 1 from £2.40 to £2.60 for first 
mile

 For each person in excess of two from 25p to 
50p.

i) 01/4/2008  No change.

j) 01/4/2009  Tariff 3 extended to 4am on days following bank 
and public holidays.

k) 01/6/2010   Tariff 1 and 3 amended as per paragraph 1.5.

l) 01/04/2011  No change

m) 01/04/2012  No change

n) 01/04/2013  No change

o) 01/04/2014  No change

p) 01/04/2015  No change

     q) 18/02/2016  No change 

3.0 Key Points for consideration

3.1 Responses from the Trade 

3.2 All Hackney Carriage Vehicle licence holders were consulted as part of the 
review process. There were 14 replies to the consultation:

a) Ian McClure (IC Travel)

b) Kim Stephenson (Kim’s Taxis) 

c) Davies Taxis – 12 letters received with the same content. 

Andrew Morris – Chairman
Caroline Jenkinson – Secretary
Colin Jenkinson – Treasurer 
Paul Atherton – Member
Michael Frampton – Member
Robin Eastoe – Member
Graeme Winter – Member



Paul Turnbull – Member 
Keith Mattinson – Member 
Stephen Davies – Member 
Alistair Quinn – Member 
James Dakin – Member 

3.3 The members of Davies Taxis have requested that the Vehicle Age Policy be 
reviewed. They have also suggested an increase in the number of approved 
testing stations and replacement of the independent engineers report with a 
new testing station report. This request will be considered separately to the 
review of the table of fares. 

3.3 The responses to the consultation can be found at APPENDIX B. The letters 
from the members of Davies Taxis are identical in content so for the purposes 
of the report only one letter has been included. Copies of all the letters will be 
available at the meeting. 

4.0      Comparison of Table of Fares

4.1 The National Private Hire Association publish a magazine Private Hire and 
Taxi Monthly and it publishes a monthly league table of how much it costs for 
the first two miles for each Council. Out of 365 authorities published Allerdale 
falls at position 329 with £4.85 for the first two miles on Tariff 1. The other 
Cumbrian authorities are as follows: 

Position Price for first two miles 
on Tariff 1 

Copeland Borough 
Council

312 £5.00

Barrow Borough Council 246 £5.44
Eden District Council 232 £5.50
Carlisle City Council 193 £5.65
South Lakeland District 
Council 

66 £6.40

4.2 Detailed Tables of Fares from all councils in the county are attached for 
information (Appendix C). 

5.0      Fuel Price Report (Source: AA)

5.1 For Members information the following are extracts from the Fuel Price 
Report. 

July 2010 
(The last date the table 
of fares was changed)

September 2017
(Most recent available)

Unleaded 95 Octane 
(pence) 

North West
116.2 per litre 
528.30 per gallon

North West
119.4 per litre 
542.8 per gallon



UK Average 
117.5 per litre
534.2 per gallon

UK Average 
119.8 per litre
544.6 per gallon

Diesel 
(pence) 

North West 
119.0 per litre
540.98 per gallon 

UK Average
119.9 per litre
545.08 per gallon

North West 
120.2 per litre
547.8 per gallon 

UK Average
120.5 per litre
547.08 per gallon

Super Unleaded North West 
124.40 per litre
565.5 per gallon 

UK Average
124.9 per litre
567.8 per gallon

North West 
130.0 per litre
591.0 per gallon 

UK Average
129.4 per litre
588.3 per gallon

LPG 
(pence) 

North West
64.7 per litre

UK Average
65.3

North West
59.9 per litre

UK Average
64.0

7.0 Inflation – Retail Price Index (RPI) (Source: Office for National Statistics)

7.1 The RPI is the main domestic measure of inflation. The measure of inflation 
adopted tracks the changing cost of a fixed basket of goods and services over 
time. It combines together around 180,000 individual prices for over 650 
representative items. RPI covers a range of costs including:

 Mortgage interest payments
 Council tax
 House depreciation
 Buildings insurance
 House purchase costs, e.g. estate agent fees
 TV Licence
 Road fund licence
 Trades union subscriptions

The RPI includes a price index for cars which is based entirely on used car 
prices.

7.2 The annual inflation rate (based on RPI) from June 2010 to September 2017 
is 22.7%.  



8.0 Minimum Wage and Living Wage

8.1 The National Living Wage is £7.50. The table below tracks the changes in 
National Minimum Wage since 2010 with the introduction of a National Living 
Wage in 2016:

2010 £5.93
2011 £6.08
2012 £6.19
2013 £6.31
2014 £6.50
2015 £6.70
Oct 2016 – March 2017 £7.20
April 2016 – September 2016 £7.20
April 2017 £7.50

8.2 The voluntary living wage set by the Living Wage Foundation is currently set 
at £8.45 per hour and changes every October. 

9.0      Summary Information for Consideration

9.1 Members are asked to consider the current table of fares taking into 
consideration the following: 

a) The representation(s) made from the trade;
b) Currently the vehicle and drivers licence fees are £130.00 and £70.00 

respectively. These fees have been static since 1 April 2012 but will be 
reviewed as part of a move to offer a three year licence option;  

c)  Comparison of table of fares nationally and locally; 
d) Extract from Fuel price reports;
e) Retail Price Index figures
f) Wage changes.

10.0 Recommendation

10.1 Members are asked to give consideration to increasing the table of fares 
based on the key information contained in the report. The increase in price for 
fuel and the rate of inflation since 2010 should be noted. The suggestions 
from the trade put forward a change between £3.00 and £3.50 to the first mile 
and an increase to every 0.32 kilometre.  

Deborah Fletcher
Licensing and Compliance Officer


